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Parentally Placed Private School Students 
 
 
Parents who choose to decline a district of residence’s offer of FAPE (on an IEP and offered in the public 
school setting), give up their individual student entitlement to special education services. 
 
Parents seeking private school placement will be involved with both the district of location (where the 
private school is located - LEA) and the district of residence (where the student resides - DOR).  
 
The parentally placed private school student may receive limited public school special education service 
through a “Service Plan”.  These services (provided by a proportionate share of federal funding) are decided 
upon and provided by the school district where the private school is located, (LEA). When that funding is 
exhausted for the year, the service may also end.  The LEA consults with the private school administration, 
staff and parents within their boundaries and through that collaboration determines what service(s) private 
schools are most desirous of receiving based on student needs.  The LEA, based on this consultation, 
decides which services to provide to students on service plans i.e. RSP, Language and Speech.  The district 
of location’s board of education annually approves the services to be provided. 
 
In order to be eligible to have parentally placed students served on service plans, private schools must meet 
the state definition of elementary/secondary school, i.e. serving at least two grade levels and designated as 
non-profit.  Note: in most cases Private Pre-Schools will not fall under this designation.   
 
Federal and State legislation indicates that the LEA is responsible for assessment and determination of 
eligibility.  The DOR is responsible for the offer of FAPE, and the LEA is responsible for provision of 
services on the service plan.  Should the parent request an assessment from the DOR, the DOR shall 
complete the assessment.  
 
Included in this section is the service plan form used and reviewed annually by the LEA for students 
parentally placed in private schools with special education eligibility and needs.  IEPs are not written for 
parentally placed private school students.  An annual review of the service plan is completed by the LEA.  A 
letter is also sent to the parent reminding them of their right to return to their district of residence to seek full 
entitlement of service should their child continue to remain eligible for special education services.  The 
responsibility of offering a triennial assessment also lies with the LEA.  It is critical that the LEA and the 
DOR have in place an exchange of information so that the two districts can communicate.  Should the 
parent decline the offer to return to the DOR for service, the LEA shall send a letter to the DOR conveying 
such preference to continue placement in their LEA.  
 
Students being served on private school service plans are entered into SEIS, and service plans are completed 
within that system.  Service Plan information is submitted with CASEMIS data by the DOR and used to 
calculate the proportionate share of funding to be spent on services for parentally placed private school 
students.  
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